


“We believe some
people are sent to show us

how precious life is.”

Molly May Lane Fox was a beautiful, fun loving and energetic four year old
with her whole life ahead of her, when, in November 2007, what appeared
as an innocent cough suddenly took a sinister turn. Molly started having
headaches that were relieved by being sick. On the 10th December 2007
she was diagnosed with a Diffuse Pontine Glioma. A malignant tumour
that needs a million cells to see it and once you can see it, it’s too late.

Nothing prepares you for a shock like this. Or for the prognosis: that the
tumour is inoperable, chemotherapy is ineffective and that steroids and
radiotherapy may buy her a little precious time but no more.

When your child is confronted with a death sentence you are thrown into
an abyss. You are desperate to keep your child protected, to make the
right decisions and to try and find a cure. The medical and palliative
support that Molly received was superb. However, specialists operate out
of different hospitals, treatment research is difficult and clinical trials in the
UK are few and far between. If Molly had been strong enough after
radiotherapy the only option available would have been to take her to
Germany for further treatment.

Molly’s radiotherapy bought us precious and happy time that we will
always treasure. Sadly she was not well enough to travel to Germany.



We cannot help but think that, if the same treatment had been available in
the UK, we would have had more precious time.

It was heartbreaking to watch our beautiful angel decline slowly while this
terrible disease took its toll. Eventually, she died peacefully at home, just
seven months after being diagnosed. At the thanksgiving for her short life,
Molly’s friends and family released dozens of her favourite pale pink
balloons into the sky in memory of our wonderful girl.

We feel passionately that nobody should have to go through what this
little person endured. Brain cancer in the UK is woefully under funded and
under researched. It is time that something is done to change that.

The new BrainTumour Unit will transform the treatment of
brain cancer in this country. It is our greatest hope that you
will do what you can to support it in Molly’s memory.

With our deepest thanks, Oliver and Hatty Lane Fox

MOLLY (CENTRE)WITH SISTERS GEORGIA (LEFT) AND ESME (RIGHT)



Why a BrainTumour Unit is needed so urgently

It would probably surprise most people to discover that there is
currently no dedicated brain cancer facility anywhere in the UK. Yet the
need is pressing. Each year, 5,000 people are diagnosed with primary
brain cancers, while 60,000 others develop secondary brain tumours. It
affects all ages, from newborn to elderly, and survival rates are extremely
low:more people under 40 die of a brain tumour than any other cancer.

Unlike many other cancers, diagnosis and treatment can be random and
slow. There is no consistency in the approach to care, with opinions and
treatments varying widely depending on where you are and who treats
you. There isn’t a dedicated clinical care and trials centre in the UK with a
critical mass of expertise to help establish best practice. And a lack of
designated space within hospitals means that tumour operations are often
bumped down the line while ‘more urgent’ cases are given priority.

Brain cancer research has also suffered from neglect. There are over one
hundred types of brain tumour and the complexity and delicacy of the brain
make them unpredictable and difficult to research and treat. Added to which,
brain tumours haven’t received as much attention as other, more common
cancers. As a result, there has been almost no significant change in our
understanding of brain cancer for nearly a century, and very few advances.



All that’s about to change

The creation of the UK’s first BrainTumour Unit will transform brain
cancer care. The new unit, based atThe National Hospital for Neurology
and Neurosurgery, will provide support and treatment for around 400
patients a year at every stage of the condition, from assessment through
to wellness or end of life.

Our aim is to create a hub of expertise for brain tumours that is at the
forefront of brain cancer care, both nationally and internationally. Our
surgical excellence, neurological specialism and state of the art scanning
equipment – including a new Interventional MRI scanner – make us ideally
placed to achieve this.

Quicker diagnosis and care. A resident multidisciplinary medical team
and a dedicated ward will enable us to achieve earlier diagnosis and
treatment, which can delay symptoms, enhance the length and quality of
life and improve survival rates. A crucial part of this is getting people into
surgery more quickly and offering specialist observation and care before
and after operations to aid recovery.

Better and more consistent care. We’re creating a detailed Clinical
Database of the treatment every brain tumour patient receives and the
outcome. Using this information we’ll be able to compare different
patterns of treatment, identify best practice and roll this out to other
hospitals and clinics all over the UK.



Improved therapies. The creation of a dedicated unit will enable
important clinical trials to take place to help develop new therapies. To
support this research we are also developing a unique BrainTissue Bank,
which researchers can access both nationally and internationally.

The search for a cure. Findings made at the Unit will also feed back into
other research aimed at finding a cure.

More help for children and teenagers. We’ll also be carrying out more
focused clinical trials for children and adolescents, whose young, growing
brains bring unique challenges.

Once, childhood leukaemia was almost always fatal. Now, thanks to
research, clinical trials and specialist units, the survival rate is more than
80%. We want to see results like this for brain cancer too.

We’ve already started

The BrainTumour Unit project began in 2008 and so far we have raised
£1.5 million. We’ve used the money to get both the Clinical Database and
the BrainTissue Bank up and running. Almost all the medical staff are in
place and a substantial amount of the equipment has been purchased. The
NHS has committed to support some of the running costs immediately and
will fund the Unit’s full cost once it has been in operation for three years.

Please help us transform brain



Now we need your help

All that remains to be done is the refurbishment and final equipping of the
14-bed ward itself. We also need to provide initial funding for a dedicated
palliative care specialist and nurse, to help with end of life care. Altogether
this will cost £1 million.

If we can generate the funds we need by October, building can begin this
year and be completed before Christmas 2010.

Once the Unit is in place we can start to make a real difference to the
diagnosis, treatment and quality of life for hundreds of people with brain
cancer. And the learnings we gain from our research and clinical trials will
go on to affect the lives of countless others all around the world.

cancer care



Who we are

The National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery (NHNN) in London is a
leading centre for the diagnosis, treatment and care of patients with a wide range of
conditions such as brain and spinal cancer, epilepsy, MS,Alzheimer's, stroke and head
injuries. With its neighbour, the Institute of Neurology, it is a major international

centre for research and training.

The National Hospital Development Foundation (NHDF) is the registered charity
dedicated to raising funds forThe National Hospital.

To make a donation, visit:www.mollysfund.org.uk
To find out more, visit:www.nhdf.org.uk

The National Hospital Development Foundation (NHDF)
Box 123, Queen Square, LondonWC1N 3BG

Tel: 020 7829 8724. Registered Charity Number: 290173



IN MEMORY OF MOLLY LANE FOX
26 June 2003 – 24 July 2008



How to make your gift
To help us complete the new BrainTumour Unit at The National Hospital and
start to transform brain cancer care, please complete your details below.

Prefer to donate online? Visit www.mollysfund.org.uk

Name

Address

Postcode

I enclose a donation of £ ___________

Please make your cheque payable to: National Hospital Development Foundation

Or provide your credit card details:
CardType (PLEASE CIRCLE) Visa Mastercard

����������������
Expiry Date ____ / ____

Donor Name (as on card)

DaytimeTelephone

Gift Aid your donation By completing this section you will enable us to claim
the tax back on your gift, giving us an extra 25p for every £1 you donate.

� I am a UK taxpayer and I want the charity to treat this and any future
donations as a Gift Aid Donation. Date ____ / ____ / ____

Signature

To qualify for Gift Aid, what you pay in UK income tax or capital gains tax must at least equal the
amount we will claim in each tax year (6 April one year to 5 April the next).

Would you like to receive updates?
�The National newsletter �About Molly’s Fund
�Email updates Email address

Are you happy for us to let the person who sent you this leaflet know that you
have given your support? Yes / No

Please return your completed form to The National Hospital Development
Foundation, Box 123, Queen Square, LondonWC1N 3BG.

Your generosity will help transform the experience of others, like Molly,
who face the terrible challenge of brain cancer. Thank you.
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